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 What challenges have you faced along the way, and how has the FSS program helped you overcome them?  
Navigating housing challenges has been a formidable journey for me. Transitioning from homelessness, I hastily signed an 18-
month lease without fully grasping its implications. Additionally, grappling with the trauma of being a domestic violence survivor, 
I confronted issues like smell harassment and safety concerns in my apartment complex. Yet, I refused to be defeated. With 
resilience as my ally, I tapped into my creativity and sought assistance from various support networks, including local agencies 
and my FSS Coordinator. Through unwavering determination and the invaluable support of these resources, I successfully tackled 
many of these obstacles head-on. 
 

 Can you share a specific success story or milestone that you have reached during your time in the FSS program?  
I've successfully continued my education journey at PVCC, even though Biology gave me a run for my money. I'm determined to 
retake and pass it next semester! I'm also excited about moving to a new place and, this time, I'll definitely be reading the fine 
print. 
 
Reading has become a crucial part of my life, offering endless knowledge and helping me understand important details—like 
those tricky lease agreements!  

 What advice would you give to other participants or individuals considering joining the FSS program? 
  

Never give up and always set ambitious goals. Engage in positive hobbies, like joining a book or gardening club. Be productive 
with your time and constantly seek learning opportunities.  
The FSS program can help you develop ideas and pursue your dreams. Challenge yourself—you have the power to achieve 
anything! 

 

Gwen Allen & her beloved companion, Boa. 

 Can you tell us a little about yourself and what motivated you to join the FSS 
program?  

My name is Gwendolyn Allen, but I go by Gwen.  
 

I enjoy reading, planting flowers, and spending time with my dog, Boa, who 
often takes me on scenic walks. I also walk with a women's peer support group 
for mental well-being. 
 
I joined the FSS program to stay busy and focus on positive personal growth. 
 

 What goals did you set when you first joined the FSS program, and how have you 
progressed towards achieving them?   

When I first joined the FSS program, I set several goals for myself: improving 
my financial education (like saving and budgeting), pursuing higher 
education for better income, networking, finding suitable employment 
opportunities, and preparing for homeownership. I've made progress on some 
of these goals and am gradually working on others. The FSS program offers 
continuous learning opportunities and is always developing new services to 
support participants. I hope more community members and organizations will 
join and support the program with financial resources to help it grow. 
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Attention!  So, you want to own your own business, but are not sure where to start? Look 
no further than CIC's signature program, a 16-week Entrepreneur Workshop.  Here you 
can learn, connect, and grow!  Test your concepts with others who are invested in your 
business development and personal success!  More details and the application are 
available NOW at cicville.org!  Classes begin in August and applications close July 5, so if 
you're interested, apply! 
 

CIC is now accepting applications for the Fall 2024 Entrepreneur Workshop. 

Don't wait, apply now! Classes fill up fast, and your brilliant idea shouldn't be kept waiting. 
Take the Leap. Apply now - https://cicville.org  . 
 

 

 

 

Fall 2024 sessions are available in Charlottesville 
and Culpeper-Orange. The full cost to enroll is $750, 

with need-based scholarships available upon 
 

 

Click the QR Code for more  
information and to apply. 
 

 

https://cicville.org/entrepreneur-workshop/ 
 

Fall '24 Dates to Remember 

    Application Period: NOW – July 5, 2024 
    Interest Meetings: June 3, 2024 – July 16, 2024 
    Acceptance Notification: July 22, 2024 
    Orientation: August 6, 2024 (CHO) + (COW) 
    Sessions: August 13, 2024 – December 3, 2024 (CHO) + (COW) 

 
Contact Information: 

Juana Dent, Program Coordinator, CIC (Charlottesville) 
- juana@cicville.org 

Christine Caldwell, Workshop & Financial Management Coordinator, 
CIC (Culpeper-Orange) - christine@cicville.org 

 

 

https://cicville.org/
https://cicville.org/
https://cicville.org/entrepreneur-workshop/
mailto:juana@cicville.org
mailto:christine@cicville.org
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UVA Pipelines & Pathways services upcoming Pop-Up Events hosted by VA Career Works – 
Charlottesville Center (944 Glenwood Station Lane STE #103): 

 
May 21st, June 25th, July 30th & August 27th, 2024 [10:00 a m – 1:00pm] 
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One Stop Shop 
June 13th, 2024 
(12pm – 3pm) 

@ Carver Recreational Center 
233 4th St, NW 

Charlottesville, VA 22903 
 

DMV will be present at the 
One Stop Shop on 6/13!  

Make sure to take required 
documents for available 

services including REAL ID 
and DRIVERS LICENSE.!!! 

One Stop Shop will also have 
diapers, giveaways for kids, 
supplies for young mothers, 

catered food, and all 
community members are 
always welcome. Services 

are be provided at no cost ! 
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Scan here to learn  
more about the Fountain Fund … 

 

The Fountain Fund is a non-profit organization 

based in Charlottesville, VA that aims to increase economic 
opportunities for formerly incarcerated individuals by 
providing low-interest loans, financial coaching, and access to 
community resources. 
 
Through their loan program and financial education initiatives, 
the Fountain Fund helps these individuals overcome financial 
barriers, build credit, and achieve their self-determined goals, 
while also advocating for public policies that reduce obstacles 
and increase economic opportunities for the formerly 
incarcerated. 
 

 

 
Improving the lives of the formerly incarcerated through lending, financial education, and community support. 

 

CHARLOTTESVILLE 
Jefferson School City Center  

233 4th St, NW Box Z 
Charlottesville, VA 22903 

434-234-3600 
info@fountainfund.org 

 

tel:1-434-234-3600
mailto:info@fountainfund.org
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City of Charlottesville Office of Economic Development is hosting an 
informal workforce mingle event that brings together jobseekers and local 
employers to connect and chat over coffee and light refreshments.  
 
Employers can share about their company and available positions, while 
jobseekers can talk about their skills and career aspirations. All are 
welcome. Email bichej@charlottesville.gov to RSVP by 6/5. Take a friend! 

 

https://www.charlottesville.gov/1009/IMMEDIATE-JOB-OPENINGS  

https://www.charlottesville.gov/1009/IMMEDIATE-JOB-OPENINGS
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The Charlottesville Free Clinic provides free medical 
and dental care and free prescriptions for un-insured 
and under-insured adults in the greater Charlottesville 

community.  

 

 

 

 

SCAN this QR Code to 
Learn more … 

 



June 2024 – FSS Monthly Newsletter | 11  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

          Published: May 31st, 2024 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100092535971345 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100092535971345
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